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Dear X-Changes, 
For openers, I'd like to congratu- 
late the creative team of Simonson, 
Smith and Milgrom for a job well done. 

I'm speaking of their work on issue #43 of 
X-FACTOR. 

You should know right off the bat that | am 
not, or should | say, have not been a buyer of 
this book for a long time. Don't get me 
wrong—the book, |'m sure, has been hand- 
led in the best creative ways. For me how- 
ever, any book dealing with mutants was not 
a book ! wanted to read. Not that | have 
something against my fellow Homo- 
Superiors, it simply got to the point where | 
began to O.D. on “mutant-mania”. So, | 
stopped collecting The X-MEN, NEW MU- 
TANTS and X-FACTOR. In fact, for at least 
two years | did not buy a single Marvel title. 
That, of course, has ail changed. 

While visiting my local comic book retailer 
(The Basement of the Alamo—just a small 
endorsement for my friends Dan and Renee) 
| happened to glance at the cover art of 
X-FACTOR #43. I was stopped in my tracks. 
With no hesitation, | laid down my dollar and 
took home the book. 

After reading over twice from cover to cover, 
' realized what | missed most. Where else 
can you find a book, in which the characters 
all know and like. . .love each other regard- 
less of the changes that time has brought, 
have. remained close. . like a family. Scoit, 
Jean, Warren, Hank and Bobby, to me are In 
the same vein as Kirk, Spock, McCoy, Uhura, 
Scotty, Sulu and Chekov. They are people 
who really know one another, which makes 
their adventures appealing, and gives us 
something to identify with. Reading that 
issue along with issue #44 reminded me of 
comic book days of long ago when we were 
introduced to new worlds of insatiable 
beauty, yet rife with evil to chill you as you 
followed the exploits of your favorite derring- 
doers. Please, now that you've got me 
hooked, keep up the shining work. 

Before | go, | do have some suggestions/ 
requests to add. First, please don't make 
Jean schizophrenic! The poor lass hasn't 
had peace from the time of her rescue from 
the bottom of Jamaica Bay. Let her absorb 
Maddy’s and Phoenix's memories and as- 
similate them into her own mind, where her 
will is dominant. 

By the way, if she is still referred to as. 
Marvel Girl, | think it's high time she graduate 
to Marvel Woman. , : 

Second, whatever you do,keep Hank 
McCoy “blue/black ‘n’ fuzzy”! 

Third, although | appreciate Scott as a 
loving over-protective daddy, | think carrying 
Christopher around is ridiculous. A battte- 
field is no place for a pup of Chris's age. Why 
not leave him off on Muir Isle with Moira and 
Sean or. . whatever, just put him some« 
where safe. ; ; 

And lastly, when the gang returns to our 


planet, it would be nice to see them at odds 
with a mainstream villain or two, say. . .Doc 
Doom, or the New Masters of Evil. Some- 
thing non-mutant for sure. Well, I’m off. Take 
care. 


Sean Hartigan 
320 South Juniper Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 


If you pick up the latest issue of X-Men, 
Sean, you’ll see that Muir Island isn’t the 
safest place to be a babysitter, much less 
ababy! 


Dear x-Factor & Co., 

| just received “Kidnaped!” (which should 
be spalled with 2 “p’s") and | felt compelled 
to write. The new artwork is different, but 
great. The Judgment War Saga looks interest- 
ing. But that's not only why I'm writing. | 
consider X-FACTOR to be my favorite comic, 
and | know I'm not alone. Louise's dialogue 
is witty, eloquent and direct. NO clichés or 
mawkishness here, thank goodness! The 
Storylines are vitally interesting and THAT is 
mostly why I'm writing. 

Let's atatt long, long ago* (“pre-inferno) 
with “Death!", which is the most well-worked 
tale I've seen all year. After all the agony, the 
soul of Warren Worthington has been pre- 
served, a8 has his basic character—he still 
loves his friends, aids mutants and wishes 
to protect mankind. He clearly went through 
pain In the inevitable struggle with Hodge, 
and with Hodge's death (which became a 
matter of self-defense) Warren was finally 
free. He's changed, but he's also grown. 
Candy's death was tragic, but showed plainly 
how innocents often fall victim to blind 
hatred. Let the Right be finished, please. 
“Go to the Orphan Maker” was terrific pro- 
logue to Inferno. Nanny is chilling, not be- 
cause she acts out of cruelty, but out of the 
same mercy as X-Factor—only horribly 
twisted. 

Then, the epic itself! The title of "Trans- 
formations” says it all; the new stage of the 
Beast/Trish romance, the Scott/Jean/Chris 
situation, and the Angel's long-awaited re- 
turn to the team, all complexly blended. “A 
Matter of Honor” gave both the outward simi- 
larities and horrifying Inner contrasts of Jean 
and Maddie, as well as marking Maddie's 
irrevocable, final corruption. The tast frame 
was priceless. The X-MEN's “Burn!” must 
have been aided by you. Warren's confronta- 
tion with Wolverine (“Pain. . familiar. . sweet 
mercy, the PAINI) and Rogue (“Power like 
ah've rarely encountered before. . .but such 
evil!” “Boy broke free. . .but that ain't possible 
. . ”) were shocking. And what was his second 
fight with Wolvie, in which he saves Iceman, 
but @ reversed replay of Bobby's near-demise 
at Warren's hands on Apocalypse’s ship? 
Angel can clearly give as well as he takes, 
but Logan reminds Watrer too much of what 


he has become. The Jean/Ororo reunion was 
also superbly done. “Duet!” showed graphic- 
ally the fall of the tragic heroine, a literal 
self-destruction after she had achieved her 
Spiritual one. 

“Dust to Dust” was a good “back to normal” 
Story. I'm glad Galen and Joey are back— 
now what about Sara? She deserves to know 
that Jean is alive. | thought Freedom Force 
might be shaping up, but recent NEW 
MUTANTS actions have proved me wrong. 
I'm sorry the little kids went away—I had 
hoped Artie and Archangel might form a 
bond but the coming of the New Mutants is 
good. The “Golden Boy” two-parter was a 
nice story. There was some integrating of 
the new kinds, the troll and economic 
domination facets were clever, and | like 
Alchemy. It's good to have a few mutants 
who can live as “regular people” and still 
contribute their gifts to society. After all, 
these mutants who can live together with 
humanity are one of the main bridges that 
our hetues have with the people they are 
trying to save. Thé late Cypher was another 
example of this. Scotts ending line was 
touching and humorous. The art was terrific! 
And now, the Judgment War has me hanging 
to my seat. “Only thirty days. . ." 

What is needed for the future are more 
X-Men meetings. The other team needs to 
be told about Archangel, Apocalypse, and 
the Right. A two-team confrontation with 
Apocalypse, in which he ends by disappear- 
ing but leaving a comprehensive documen- 
tary of X-Factor and the Angel tragedy 
(which both teams are forced to watch), 
would condense the basics of the tale and 
also tell of the changes in Beast and Iceman. 
The X-Men have time for shopping, baseball 
games, settling in and carousing, as shown 
in recent issues). X-Factor, on the other 
hand, has to raise and train ten kids, work 
on bridging the gap to normal humans, keep 
each other healthy and sane, and frequently 
save the world. Overwork could get to be a 
problem. Lastly, the X-Men enjoy complete 
anonymity, while X-Factor are public figures 
that are quickly recognized. This sacrifice of 
their remnant of “normal” human life might 
cause some long-term problems. Just think, 
if you couldn't go shopping, eat out, walk in 
the park, be leftin paace. . .the possibilities 
are endless. 

Keep up the good work. . . 


Elizabeth Good 
(Addregs withheld by request) 


Thanks for the critical history, Elizabeth! 
Keep up the good reading! 


Dear X-Changes: 
Re: X-FACTOR #4 

This was a good story, and the art was 
fantastic. And | really like the fact that it 
only involved Beast and Marvel Girl, my two 


favorite members of X-Factor. And I'm really 
glad that Scott Summers wasn't a part of the 
story. 

There was a problem with the Beast's 
shorts. They were brown on the first two 
pages, and biue after that. So, what do you 
have to say about that? Okay, I'll give you a 
break. The tractor beam had some sort of an 
effect, causing the shorts to reflect the colors 
of the spectrum that form brown, and not blue. 
Once out of the tractor beam, the shorts 
were fine again. 

You know, the effect on page 9 with the 
shark fin thing would have been better if the 
fin had not been revealed as an Atlantean 
until the next page. Oh well. 

The battle between Attuma and Andromeda 
wag great. And it turned out the way it 
should. Attuma is just too powerful for her to 
defeat alone. Sha Is lucky to have survived. 

And so ié Jean. ! can't believe that Attuma 
was goihg to kill her though. if he really 
wanted another offspring, killing her would 
accomplish nothing, and it would especially 
not help satisfy his desires. 

The Magneto/Doctor Doom story was great. 
t expected a physical confrontation when | 
saw the announcement on the front, but | 
Still wasn't disappointed. But | was surprised 
at what Magneto did to the girl. | find it hard 
to believe he would do that to one of his kind, 
especially a young girl. - ; 

am glad to know that Doom wishes to rule 
the world through fear. { think it is best. To go 
the way he did in the Emperor Doom Graphic 
Novel wouldn't give him the victory he craves. 
And a man such as he is meant to rule 
through fear. He works best that way. 

The interno aftertnath etory wasn't impras- 
sive, and was sort of dumb. | really am disap- 
pointed that it was written off as a hyno-ray. 
Cut me a little slack. The people shouldn't 
believé that, especially those who lived 
through the nightmare ordeal. 


Shane Hutchison 
P.O. Box 580483 
Nassau Bay, TX 77258 


We want to clear up a little misunder- 
standing, Shane, since several people 
apparently misunderstood the ending of 
the Doom/Magneto meeting. The “child” 
in quéstion wae actually one of Doom's 
robots... deception Magneto obviously 
saw through. 


THEY'VE BEEN THROUGH A LOT... 


.. THEY 
AIN'T 
SEEN 
NOTHIN' 
YET 


NOt 
MONT 
FROM MARVEL 


The Master of Magnetism may be going 
through a lot lately. . .but a child murderer 
-. Mahl! 


Dear Louise, Bob, and Daryl, 

As a long-time fan of the character de- 
picted in X-FACTOR | feel more than a little 
eae offering my opinion on the current 

iraction of the book. First off, while this will 
not be one of the generally praiseworthy 
letters you typically receive, | nevertheless 
believe this comic to be one of the best pro- 
duced by Marvel. The following comments 
are motivated by a desire to see that It stays 
that way. 

When I first heard that the original X-Men 
were being reunited, | was ecstatic. Al- 
though | enjoyed the new X-Men, they never 
appealed to me in quite the same way as the 
originals. The first team had a kind of badly 
charm and were more believable than the 
new team. The original X-Men successfully 
came across ag sympathetic freaks of na- 
ture while the new X-Men struok me as just 
another group of super heroes. In short, the 
old team was, more realistic. 

The creators of X-Factor seemed to have 
had a similar analysis of the two teams. Barly 
on they emphasized charaoterizatlon over 
“super-heroing” and admirably attempted to 
capture the flavor of the Lee/Kirby stories. 
This emphasis was probably lost on your 
younger readers but was heartily welcomed 
by old X-Men fans like myself. Once the 
Simonsons took over, this tendency became 
less and less pronounced. After the “Fall of 
the Mutants" storyline (ironically the best to 
date), the old X-Men flavor almost totally 
disappeared. The quasi-realistic elements 
of the early stories (as well as the frequent 
allusions to the old series) gave way to a far 
more fantastio storyline. Here are just a few 
examples of this transition; the transfofma- 
tion of Angel into Archangel, the death of 
Candy, the unexplained disappearance of 
Vera, the adoption of a new headquarters 
that can do anything (including think!), and 
the regrettable decision to transform the 
Beast back into his “blue” and furry state. 
X-Factor has become so far removed from 
reality that the whole concept of ostracized 
mutants becomes laughable. 

Remember, the first X-Men only had a 66- 
issue run. Many plot possibilities remained 
to be explored. The tragic cancellation was 
further compounded by the comic's late re- 


surgence in quality under Roy Thomas and 
Neal Adams. With the transformation of the 
Beast, the formation of the new team, and 
the apparent death of Jean Grey, it seemed 
that the old X-Men would never return. Bob 
Layton, however, managed to do the impos- 
sible, and not only resurrected Marvel Girl 
but also brought back the original Beast (big 
vocabulary and all). With the exception of 
Professor X, the first X-Men were whole 
once again. But alas, it was not to be. 

Obviously, | am opposed to: the book's 
trend, but | am realistic enough to know that 
it will not be reversed. The old X-Men of 
Lee/Kirby and Thomas/Adams are gone for- 
ever. They will be missed. Nevertheless, X- 
Factor remains a titlé with much potential. | 
would make the following suggestions to in- 
sure the fulfillment of that potential in a way 
that satisfies fans both old and new: 

1) The introduction of the New Mutants 
to the book was a good idea. It gives the 
group an opportunity to train mutants in- 
stead of fighting bad guys all the time. How- 
ever, this training cannot take place on the 
ship, so | propose that they rebuild Professor 
X's school. , 

2) Apocalypse is one of the greatest 
villains to come along in a long time. He and 
his Horsemen deserve more attention. 

3) Due to the events that took place in 
New Mutants #75, the stage has now been 
set for a battle between X-Factor and 
Magneto. It's long overdue. 

4) While | miss the Angel, | must admit 
that the Archangel is an inspired creation. 
Don't screw it up by trying to turn him into a 
clone of Wolverine. 

5) It the Geast must remain “blue and 
furry” then at least keep the big vocabulary. 
Also, don't make the mistake of downplaying 
his strength and agility. Please don't turn 
him into the team comedian. 


Vince Hutchings 
2615 Simas Avenue 
Pinole, CA 94564 


Since the Beast's brain's been back, 
Vince, he’s voluble as ever. Other than 
that—-you know we work to make every 
jesue a classle and It is hard to compare 
creative teame but, hey, howdaya com- 

are James Joyce with Milton? Milton? 
itton who? 


